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StreetCode Academy Launches Entrepreneur Accelerator 
Pilot Program to Incubate Local Business Talent  

  

East Palo Alto, CA, March 4, 2021- This month, StreetCode Academy announced the 
launch of the Entrepreneur Accelerator, a 12-month long program that aims to kickstart 
the businesses of aspiring entrepreneurs in the community. The goal of this Community 
Entrepreneurship Program is to identify and develop future community leaders, with a 
focus on entrepreneurship. Accelerator participants will learn Lean Startup methodology 
and gain hands-on experience and feedback to help them fast-track their careers in 
entrepreneurship. Over the course of the year-long program, motivated students will 
achieve targeted milestones and ultimately pitch their startups to top VCs.  

The Accelerator will be facilitated by Bobby Amiri, an East Palo Alto native and 
globally-focused entrepreneur and investor with over 20 years of experience in the tech 
industry. Since 2015, he's helped accelerate more than 146 startups from emerging 
markets with over $118M raised. Bobby Co-Founded the Pioneer Accelerator with 
Google Developers Launchpad while with Global Silicon Valley Labs (GSV), one of the 
largest innovation hubs in Silicon Valley. He is the Co-Founder and Head of Business 
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Development for iLab Collective, an innovation agency and Venture Studio serving 
corporations in the US, SE Asia and Latin America. In the Accelerator, students will 
engage with mentorship and workshops from Fortune-500 companies. The year 
culminates in Demo Day, where participants will seek angel investment funding to take 
their businesses to the next level. 

The Entrepreneur Accelerator is the result of inaugural funders Chris Cox, Chief Product 
Officer at Facebook, and Visra Vichit-Vadakan, a filmmaker and philanthropist. The 
original funders of StreetCode Academy in 2016, Chris and Visra have seen the 
organization grow from serving its first 20 students to serving more than 2,000 annually 
today. This new program is in response to the BLM movement and is inspired to 
sustainably empower Black business owners. This pilot program will sponsor ten 
multi-generational BIPOC entrepreneurs from the Bay Area community. 80% of the 
participants this year are women, and 90% are Black.  
 
For more information about the Entrepreneurship Accelerator, or to learn how you can 
partner or donate, visit streetcode.us/accelerator. To schedule interviews, contact Aaron 
Barron at aaron@streetcode.us. 

About StreetCode Academy 

StreetCode Academy has been serving free tech classes in East Palo Alto since 2016. 
The organization acts as a bridge between communities of color and the technology 
they need to thrive in a digital age. Our mission is to empower communities of color to 
achieve their full potential by introducing the skills, mindsets, and networks needed to 
embrace tech and innovation. We seek to realize a world where the digital divide is 
closed, catalyzing a diverse tech sector that is better able to solve global problems. 
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